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in diverse internationale onderzoeksprojecten.

Introduction Gallery

A museum in motion

The Royal Museum for Central Africa (RMCA) is a scientific

reference centre for Africa and a nexus for cultures and
generations.

The museum originates from the colonial exhibition at
the World's Fair of 1897, an initiative of King Leopold Il. He
saw the museum as a propaganda tool for presenting
his colonial project in a positive light. It was founded in
1898 as ‘Musée du Congo’ using revenue from the Congo
Free State. That revenue came manly from the extraction
of rubber, which was marked by excessive violence and
forced labour.

The museum has extensive expertise in the natural and
life sciences and curates a wide variety of collections.
It works in partnership with African museums, research
institutions, and experts. Every year, the museum
contributes to the training of over a hundred African
scientists and public workers.

The RMCA makes an important contribution to the
dissemination of knowledge about Africa and is an active
partner in diverse international research projects.
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