~5L\*

Mk TIRESOBAFZRESL T

Fusaho lzumis

Mayor of Akashi
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Since December 9, 1968, when Vallejo and Akashi formed a sister-city relationship, we have cultivated our friendship
through a wide variety of exchange programs. We have enjoyed many mutual visits, and hosted sports, cultural, and
educational events.

In recent years, we have dispatched a youth delegation to the U.S. and invited people of Vallejo, including the then-
governor, Osby Davis, to Akashi. We have further expanded our fun-filled exchanges through a fabulous homestay program.

For the 50th anniversary of our sister-city relationship, the emphasis was on the exchanges of youths, who will play an
important role in the future of the two cities. In Akashi, we hosted a high school basketball game, while a jazz dance event
was held in Vallejo. We have welcomed a Vallejo friendship delegation headed by Rozzana Aliga. I have personally visited
Vallejo with representatives of the Akashi City Council, including Narihito Akihara, the council chairman. I had a great time
getting to know the people of the city.

I believe we were able to learn and experience each other’ s customs and cultures as well as establish a close bond that
goes beyond language and customs, thanks to these exchange programs. Let me express my gratitude and appreciation to all
those involved, such as Vallejo Mayor Bob Sampayan, members of the Akashi International Association, and many volunteer
citizens of the two cities.

I will continue to do my part so that the friendship cultivated by people of the two cities will be passed on to the next
generation. I want many people to continue to support us in our endeavor.

Let me conclude by saying I truly hope that people of the two cities will expand and deepen their exchanges even further.

35 IHEHEBTHIRES0FEDHKOH




THWE

ISR

Sdo &e\m@ujm

KT - Hyix Yy

Bob Sampayan

Mayor of Vallejo

It gives me great pleasure to write this letter thanking you, your Council and the citizens of Akashi
for being such gracious hosts to our delegation and our wonderful 50-year relationship. I am also
disappointed I was not able to attend the visit. Illness in my family caused me not to be available. The
reports of the trip were wonderful. The hospitality of the citizens who hosted us was outstanding. The
reputation of Akashi Council, professional staff and citizens continue to grow and is a model for Vallejo
to emulate.

Our Sister Cities Room is full of artifacts from around the world. However, the largest and most
noteworthy display is from Askashi. Your city's wonderful artwork and generosity is demonstrated and
appreciated by all.

I look forward to joining the list of Mayors of Vallejo who were fortunate enough to visit your
wonderful city. In reviewing records of Vallejo's visits to Akashi, we noted every Mayor of Vallejo has
made a visit. I will make sure I am part of the next delegation and we keep the record growing. I look
forward to being part of the next delegation that visits.

We hope the next 50 years be as gratifying as these and may our heartwarming relationship continue

to grow.
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Narrihito Akrihara
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Chairperson of Akashi City Council ‘

Let me extend my sincere congratulations on the 50th anniversary of the sister-city relationship between Akashi and
Vallejo.

The two cities signed a sister-city relationship in 1968. Since then, we have been engaging in various exchange programs,
such as sports and culture, to deepen our friendship by overcoming differences in language and customs. Vallejo has become
a city that is very near and dear to the people of Akashi. Let me once again express my deepest appreciation to many people
who have been involved in the sister-city initiatives for their extraordinary passion and endeavors.

Last year in July, in commemoration of the 50th anniversary, a friendship delegation from Vallejo visited Akashi. In
August, a delegation from Akashi, including the mayor and myself, was invited to Vallejo. We received a warm welcome and
experienced the bond of friendship and trust that we had cultivated for half a century.

True international exchanges will take place when we deepen our personal interactions, become attracted to each other’ s
country and city, and make further efforts to get to know each other.

The Akashi City Council, alongside the people of Akashi, will continue to expand our exchanges with Vallejo so that the
two cities’ friendship will become even stronger and the next fifty years will be even more fruitful for the next generation.
Please give us your continuous support.

I earnestly hope that this 50th anniversary will provide Vallejo and Akashi with the opportunity to expand our mutual
exchanges, that the bond of friendship between the two cities will further strengthen, and that the two cities will grow and

prosper beyond our wildest expectations.
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Rozzana Verder-Aliga

Member, Vallejo City Counicil

On behalf of the Citizens of Vallejo and the Vallejo Sister City Commission and Association, I wish to
extend our profound gratitude to you for hosting us in our most memorable visit to Akashi in July 2018
and for your delegation's visit to Vallejo in August 2018.

Vallejo and Akashi formalized our sister-city agreement 50 years ago and our connection grows ever
stronger as our sister-city relationship continues to promote mutual understanding, cooperation, and
respect through the exchange of ideas in education, culture, governance, economy, and other areas.

More importantly, we have developed a long-lasting friendship because we continue to nurture our
warm relationship with opportunities to promote more people-to-people progress and to meet and know
the people of our great nations on more personal terms.

In October 2018, the Vallejo Sister City Commission and Association proudly presented to the Vallejo
City Council and the Citizens of Vallejo the beautiful clock and plaque that you and your delegation
presented to us in August. Your magnificent gifts are now proudly displayed in our City Hall.

The Citizens of Vallejo are very fortunate and grateful for our long-lasting relationship, and we send
our best wishes to the Citizens of Akashi with the fervent hope that we continue to strengthen the

important and enduring friendship between the United States and Japan.
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Vallejo is the first city with which Akashi formed a sister-city relationship. For this reason, Vallejo occupies a special place
in our heart. We have been maintaining mutual exchanges for a long time under the slogan, “People to People.” This year
marks the 50th anniversary of the sister-city relationship between Akashi and Vallejo. The years and months that we have
been sharing together are a testament to our mutual trust based on peace and friendship, which is an irreplaceable asset.

Let me express my deepest respect for people of the two cities for their years of dedication.

In July, we welcomed a friendship delegation from Vallejo to commemorate the 50th anniversary of our sister-city
relationship. At that time, members of the Akashi International Association actively participated in a number of events such
as homestays, city tours, and Japanese-culture sessions, serving as interpreters and playing various other roles to help deepen
our friendship. I, too, have visited Vallejo, and opened our home to homestay visitors so that I could get to know Vallejo
people even better. What is wonderful about our sister-city exchanges is that the friendship established in this way will be
carried on for a long time. I hope the new bond that has been formed this time will lay the foundation for future exchanges
and make our sister-city relationship even more solid.

Our association was established in February 2007. Since then, we have been promoting activities to deepen international
understanding and pursuing exchange programs with non-Japanese residents from various countries. In April 2019, a new
organization called Culture and International Create Foundation (Akashi Bunka Kokusai Sousei Zaidan) will be established as
a result of a merger between our organization and the Akashi Culture and Art Create Foundation. International exchange
activities are deeply connected to arts and culture. I believe that the two organizations, with their respective knowledge and
experience, will create a synergy that adds breadth and depth to the combined entity. We would like to continue to play a
part in sister-city exchanges alongside many people of this city. We look forward to your continual support.

I sincerely hope that the people of the two cities will treasure the ties that have been established through the fifty years of
mutual exchanges and that this wonderful relationship will expand even further in various fields.
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President,
Vallejo Sister City Association

Elissa Shanks Stewart

)Y -y AF 2T — b

Vallejo Sister City Association is pleased to acknowledge and celebrate our 50th Anniversary with
Akashi, Japan. As you know, our Emeritus Member Delores “Diji” Christian, made the original
connection and encouraged and supported our official relationship. We mourn her passing this year.

I have personally visited Akashi on two different official occasions, one led by former mayor, The
Honorable Osby Davis in 2008, and the second visit was this year, led by Councilwoman Rozzana
Verder-Aliga. Both trips were wonderful and connected me with fantastic host families who I remain in
touch with through social media.

This year we were pleased to expose a girls basketball team to your rich culture. You were very
gracious to our entire delegation and the 50th year celebration was wonderful.

In addition, we were able to reciprocate your hospitality by hosting your mayor, The Honorable
Fusaho Izumi, his staff and twenty beautiful young dancers. Hopefully their trip to Vallejo left them
with happy memories of new experiences and cultures.

Thank you, again, for this wonderful, peaceful collaboration of one citizen at a time.

We look forward to many more years of positive sister city exchanges and relationships.
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Chairman,
Vallejo Sister City Commission
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On behalf of the Vallejo Sister City Commission I would like to Congratulate you, your city council
and all the wonderful people of Akashi for 50 years of a wonderful relationship. We have six Sister
Cities, three Friendship Cities and fourteen cities that are vying for a Friendship or Sister City
relationship. Akashi is by far the BEST.

Our working relationship has grown over the years to including home stays in both cities. In fact, we
now have several families on both sides that have generations of volunteer that have hosted and visited.

We also note they have maintained contact over the years and we get reports on the status of each
other and the personal individual communications that continue as a result of the vision leaders in
Akashi and Vallejo had 50 years ago when the relationship started.

We are proud to say that Akashi and Vallejo continue to model the true meaning of Sister Cities
International. "Citizen Diplomacy' Person to Person. We also are extremely proud of the networking of
City staff and we brag to other Sister Cities how the Mayors of Akashi and the Mayors of Vallejo have
shown they value the relationship by leading our delegations.

My family always show off the beautiful calendars the Japanese Council General mails to us each year.

We also look forward to the annual "Japanese Tea Ceremony' we started two years ago, and we are
building knowledge and appreciation of the details of the Ceremony.

We look forward to getting some students from Vallejo to participate in an educational exchange in
the near future and we have several joint ventures in the planning stages to make sure future

generation learn to value our friendship as we do.
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